
In 2020 and then again in 2023, UTLA members’ solidarity on immigration issues was reflected in 
our Common Good bargaining wins. Additionally, it is important that all district employees are well 
acquainted with district policy and federal law if immigration enforcement were attempted on LAUSD 
campuses or property. 

•	 The Board of Education unanimously passed the “Sanctuary and Safe Zone for Families 
Threatened by Immigration Enforcement” resolution (Res-034-24/25).

•	 Policy guidance REF-6767.3 was issued to provide process and procedures to follow if 
immigration officials were to request access to schools, students, or student records. 

•	 All children regardless of immigration status have a right to a free public education according to 
the 1982 U.S. Supreme Court decision Plyler v. Doe. 

Can immigration officials or local law enforcement acting as immigration officials conduct raids at 
schools? [1]

•	 There is no law that obligates a public school to assist immigration officials in an enforcement 
action, including, but not limited to, an effort to screen students at a school to identify who may 
be undocumented. 

•	 At present, federal immigration policy is to avoid conducting immigration enforcement activities 
in sensitive/protected areas, including schools, under most circumstances. This may change 
under a new presidential administration. 

What power does LAUSD have if the federal government requests information of a student or parent 
for the purposes of immigration enforcement? [1]

•	 In general, the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA) requires that schools 
withhold information that could identify students to third parties, including federal immigration 
officials.  

•	 Furthermore, FERPA prohibits schools from disclosing personally identifiable information in a 
student’s education records without parental consent or a subpoena. Even if presented with a 
subpoena, LAUSD personnel should consult with the Region Administrator of Operations (AOO) 
and LAUSD Office of the General Counsel to determine the validity and enforceability of the 
subpoena before disclosing any information.  

•	 Schools are not required to and should not inquire about or keep records on the immigration 
status of students and/or their family members. 

COLLECTING AND RETAINING STUDENT INFORMATION (REF-6767.3)
LAUSD personnel shall not inquire specifically about a student’s citizenship or immigration status or the 
citizenship or immigration status of a student’s parents or guardians. 

COMMUNICATION DURING NON-SCHOOL HOURS (REF-6767.3)
If an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agent is on-site during non-school hours (weekdays 
or weekends) conducting official ICE business, the administrator/designee on campus should 
immediately call the AOO. Examples of activities or locations in which ICE agents may come to a district 
site during non-school hours include, but are not limited to, Early Education Programs, Youth Service 
Programs, athletic events, parent conferences, school dances, etc. If a school administrator/designee 
is not on site, notify your Region AOO and they will coordinate further notifications and assist involved 
staff with providing support to the school.  

RESPONDING TO DETENTION/DEPORTATION OF A STUDENT’S FAMILY MEMBER (REF-6767.3)
In the event a student’s parent/guardian has been detained or deported by federal immigration 
authorities, LAUSD shall use the student’s emergency card contact information and release the  
student to the person(s) designated as emergency contact. Alternatively, LAUSD shall release the 
student into the custody of an individual who presents a Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit on behalf  
of the student. LAUSD shall only contact Child Protective Services if LAUSD personnel are unsuccessful 
in arranging for the timely care of the child through the emergency contact information that the school 
has, a Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit, or other information or instructions conveyed by the parent  
or guardian. 

[1] Fair Immigration Reform Movement https://unidosus.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/firm_resourcesforeducators.pdf
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School Administrator/Designee MUST complete the following tasks if ICE 
agents or other federal immigration officials come on campus for any reason.
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